LULAC Supports Women's Rights [n International Trade (

Whereas women are the vast majority of the poor throughout the world and carry the burden of
lifting their families out of poverty: and

Whereas women are particularly vulnerable under privatization policies beeause publie
cimployment has been an important vehicle for their economic and social advancement: and

Whereas once public employment jobs are lost women in particular face great dilficulty in
[inding a new occupation and often must accept work with Jlower pay: and

Whereas public programs and services have (raditionally protected displaced women and their
tumilies; and

Whereas U.S. negotialors frequently pressure Latin American countries to list social services in
trade agreement otferings through privatization: and

Whereas the United Nations Development Fund for Women states. “women-especially poor
womnen- have unequal access to resources such as land, eredit, and education. This 1s i1 turn
makes them least able to benefit from trade Liberalization and the most Likely to sutter from the
adjustment ¢osts of trade reform and cconomice restructuring”, and -

Whereas trade agreements do not address problems in the workplace such as sexual harassmeni
and discrimination, which has scrious repercussions on women who work in export sectors
throughout Latin America, and

Whereas trade agreements do not guarantee essential social services to those who cannot allord 10
pay; and

Whereas services concessions in trade agreements undermines governments” responsibility to
ensure that thaeir eitizens can atford and have acecess to public services such as health care,
education, and water: and

Whereas cuts in public provision of services tor families who cannor afford to pay creates a
double and somctimes triple burden for women who often end up shouldering the responsibility
of caring lor and protecting their familics;

Now therefore, be it resolved, that LULAC supports protection of quality ol lile essenuial services
tor women in frade agreements: and

Be it further resolved. that TULAC supports civil rights Tor wonwen and anti-diserimimation
enforceable clauses in afl trade agreements; and

Be it further resobved. that [ ULAC supports the advancement of women's rights, health and
safety under any U.S. global cconomic pOllLIE%
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