NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Rosa Rosales

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Brent A. Wilkes

NATIONAL OFFICERS
Hector Flores
Immediate Past President
Jaime P. Martinez
Treasurer

Joey Ramirez

Youth President
Richard Fimbres

VP for Elderly
Margaret Moran

VP for Women

Javier Montanez

VP for Youth

Michelle M. Pelayo

VP for Young Adults
Dave Rodriguez

VP for Farwest

Alicia Rios

VP for Midwest

Toula Politis Lugo

VP for Northeast

Maria Rodriguez-Salazar
VP for Northwest
Haydee Rivera

VP for Southeast
Adrian Rodriguez

VP for Southwest

STATE DIRECTORS
Enrique P. Gomez
Arizona

Carlos F. Cervantes
Arkansas

Angel G. Luevano
California

Tom Duran
Colorado

Ada Peiia

District of Columbia
Anita De Palma
Florida

Eligio Marin

Illinois

Maria de los angeles Oria
Indiana

Gilbert Sierra

Towa

Rodrigo Bonilla
Kansas

Annabelle Guerra
Massachusetts
Augustin Sanchez
Michigan

Enrique Soto
Minnesota
Hortencia Vasquez Wilcox
Missouri

Nicolas Martinez
Nevada

Paul A. Martinez
New Mexico

Rosa Torres Caskey
Ohio

Rey Madrid
Oklahoma

Carmen I. Cruz
Puerto Rico

Roger C. Rocha
Texas

Leni Gonzalez
Virginia

David G. Cortinas
Washington
Yolanda Santos Adams
Wisconsin

League of United Latin American Citizens

March 14th, 2007

Member of Congress
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Member of Congress:

| am writing on behalf of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) - the oldest
and largest Hispanic membership organization in the United States - to urge your opposition to
efforts by some Members of Congress to reduce funding for the Medicare Advantage (MA)
program.

LULAC’s mission is to advance the economic condition, educational attainment, health and civil
rights of Hispanic Americans. Ensuring access to high quality, affordable health care is one of
our top priorities, and one that is especially critical in the Hispanic community. We firmly
believe Medicare Advantage is helping meet this challenge for Hispanic seniors.

Medicare Advantage is vital to the well-being of Hispanic Medicare beneficiaries. According to
a 2005 study by Ken Thorpe, Ph.D., of Emory University, Hispanics rely disproportionately on
the Medicare Advantage program. According to this study, more than half (53 percent) of
Hispanic beneficiaries without Medicaid or employer-based coverage are enrolled in an MA
plans where they are available.

MA plans are important because they provide enhanced benefits and lower cost-sharing than
traditional Medicare. According to CMS, MA enrollees save $86 per month when compared to
beneficiaries in traditional Medicare. We are concerned that additional cuts in funding for
Medicare Advantage will threaten access to comprehensive benefits, result in higher out-of-
pocket health care costs, and create financial barriers to care that will be particularly harmful for
Hispanic seniors.

The coordinated care and disease management offered under Medicare Advantage plans is
especially critical for Hispanic Medicare beneficiaries, who are more likely to suffer from
chronic conditions such as diabetes, asthma, and certain forms of cancer. These programs help
assure that members with chronic conditions benefit from care management and coordination
initiatives, which promote appropriate treatment and medication use, reduce the risk of adverse
events, and optimize therapeutic outcomes.

LULAC calls upon your leadership to oppose these reduction cuts and fund MA programs to
sustainable levels.

Sincerely,

Dpoe So15-Lo

Rosa Rosales
LULAC National President
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